SUMMER WORSHIP

MONTREAT CONFERENCE CENTER

Welcome to Summer Worship in Montreat.
Asterisks (*) invite us to rise in spirit or body.
Words in bold are for all to say or sing.

Congregational songs are found in the pew hymnal, Glory to God, or this order of worship.

Communion is celebrated in worship today —the table is open to all.
We receive the gift of bread and cup by exiting pews to the left.
and coming forward to meet the servers at the end of the aisle.

When you receive bread, dip it in the cup, then return to the opposite side of the pew.

All bread is gluten-free; all cups contain grape juice.

June 7, 2026, 10:30 a.m.
Anderson Auditorium

Servers will be present throughout the auditorium and will bring the elements to you if you desire.

GATHERING
*Call to Worship Hymn 399 and Psalm 33
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Rejoice in the Holy One, O you righteous,
We will praise the Lord!
Sing to God a new song.
We will praise the Lord!
For the Most High has done great things.
We will praise the Lord!
*Hymn 65  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA

Song and scripture help
call us to worship. “God
Welcomes All” pairs the
“Themba Amen” (South
Africa) and a text by John
Bell (Scotland) — their
mutual vigor affirms the
claim about God’s love.
Psalm 33 is the lectionary
psalm for today, with its
exhortation to  give
praise.

A great Welsh tune
carries these words 18th
century  words by
William Williams. The
name “Jehovah” is a
Latinization of Hebrew:
757 (YHWH), the proper
name of God—a name
rooted in the verb “to be”.




*Confession and Pardon

May God be among us throughout this day.
Amen.

May Christ be beside us throughout this day.
Amen.

May the Spirit be within us throughout this day.
Amen.

God of life, you are the source of all love

and the satisfaction of all our desires.

Our understanding of you is small:

increase it.

Our desire to do your will is weak:

enliven it.

The seed you have planted has yet to bear fruit:
ripen it.

But first, create in us clean hearts,
as, in your sight,
we unburden ourselves...

silent prayers

These are the words of Jesus. They are strong and true:
“I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.”
“Go in peace; your sins are forgiven.”

“Come, each one, and follow me.”

May we live as forgiven people,

visibly different, gloriously free,
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

*Hymn 582
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me GLORY TO GOD

*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.

WORD

Prayer for Illumination

This morning’s liturgy
for  Confession and
Pardon comes from the
Iona Community’s Wee
Worship book. It bears the
characteristics we know
from Celtic spirituality
and worship: strength,
plainness, rhythm, and
beauty.

This gospel-style song
offers praise to God as
Creator, Christ, and
Spirit.




Scripture ~ John 6:3-15

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Leftovers”

Song  God Has Chosen Me

The Reverend Dr. Luke Powery

John L. Bell, composer
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plant-ed the seed God knows that I need: its fruit shall be joy.
Commissionings

Together with Christ,
we are one body.

Is it true that God loves the world?
Amen. This is true.

Is it true that God loves all people?
Amen. This is true.

Is it true that Jesus came to make all things new?

Amen. This is true.

From where we are to where God needs us,

Jesus, lead us on.

From what we know to the wonder of what God will reveal,

Jesus, lead us on.

To help transform this world into your new creation,

Jesus, lead us on.

This short song is an
invitation to claim God’s
call on our lives. It offers
the promise that seeds
God plants will give life.

As the summer season
begins in Montreat, we
commission Summer
Staff and Volunteers to
their many roles in
community life. We, too,
are summoned.




This spiritual, like our

Offerings commissioning  today,
calls everyone to the
Get on board, little children; arr. by André Thomas Gospel train of life,
get on board today. belonging, love, and
Get on board, little children — wholeness. Its exuberant
there’s room for many a more. gospel arrangement
helps make the invitation
strong and joyful.

The Gospel train is coming; I hear it just at hand.
I hear the car wheels moving and rumbling through the land.

I hear that train a-comin’; she’s comin” round the curve.
She’s loosened all her steam and brakes and straining every nerve.

The fare is cheap and all can go; the rich and poor are there.
No second class aboard this train, no difference in the fare.

EUCHARIST

Invitation to the Table

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you. :
. . God welcomes all: this

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. invitation is indeed for

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. all. The Great

It is right to give our thanks and praise. Thanksgiving offers
praises for God’s acts of
creation and deliverance;
recalls the life, death, and

cantor: all rising of Jesus; and prays
49 | for the transforming
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Ho-1y, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord. Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord. sung praise.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts as we forgive debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.




Songs during serving

Hymn 660: Lord, We Thank You for This Food
sung by choir

Hymn 382: Heaven Is Singing for Joy/El cielo canta alegria

refrain sung by all:
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*Prayer after Communion
SENDING
*Hymn 700 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me I'M GONNA LIVE

*Benediction and Charge

4

*Voluntary “...let God’s work your pleasure be...” Dan Locklair, composer

Two hymns accompany
the meal. One is a table
grace from  Taiwan
(Hymn 660). The choir’s
repeated  “tom,  tom,
tom...” are composer I-to
Loh’s evocation of the
pounding of rice.

The other hymn is also a
kind of table grace.
Written in 1958 for a
picnic  of theological
students in Argentina,
this hymn by Pablo Sosa
was the first Christian
hymn in the 20th century
to be based on Latin
American folk music—in
this case, the song-dance
known as carnavalito. Its
undergirding rhythm is
easily felt:

JRAIR JRIE




Assisting in worship today

Richard DuBose, President, Montreat Conference Center

The Reverend Marti Hazelrigg, Vice President of Development

The Reverend Dr. Luke Powery

Summer Ministry Team: John Curran, Michaela English, James Blackwelder
Summer Singers

Eric Wall, Conference Center Musician

The Reverend Allison Wehrung, Director for Programs

Sources

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted or adapted by permission from the Book of Common
Worship; © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved. The Opening
Sentences are adapted from Connections Worship Companion, Year A, Volume 2, p.44; ©
2023, Westminster John Knox Press. The Prayer of Illumination is from the Worship Book
of the Uniting General Council of the World Communion of Reformed Churches (2010).
Confession liturgy adapted from A Wee Worship Book, Fourth Incarnation; © 2015 Wild
Goose Resource Group/Iona Community; admin. GIA Publications, Inc.; reprinted under
OneLicense A716815. “Heaven Is Singing for Joy” refrain by Pablo Sosa, 1958; © 1958
GIA Publications, Inc.; reprinted under OneLicense A716815.

Artist’s Statement
“Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test
him...” (John 5b-6a, NRSVUE)

Aren’t the disciples always asking questions that open time and space for Jesus’
miracles, healings, and teachings. Right here in the midst of the gospel, their willingness
to question reflects our own. For wherein does Jesus find the opportunity to show
God’s way, but in answer to questions about current practices. Time and again the
disciples cue up opportunities for Jesus to push his own and their devotion to the law of
Torah to new depth and breadth. Today’s narrative of the feeding of the 5000 does not
disappoint.

The art in worship today portrays the disciples as a part of the cyclical flow of
the holy spirit through the generations. Imaged here as waves flowing endlessly around
the circles. They turn repeatedly across the stage, the disciple waves join the flow of
a three pronged river of the trinity embedded in the center, connecting all sides of the
composition. In one section the intricate eye represents Jesus’ sense of knowing deeply
the call of God pushing the envelope and the edges of the ways that Moses' law was in
practice at that the turn of the common era. In another, the hands of the disciples
portray their facilitating of the communion of the many on this day far away for food
sources. In yet another, the hands of the boy offering up all that he has in service of
those gathered in worshiping community that they might stay to listen and the learn.

Might we learn from the disciples willing role here. Knowing the importance of
the questions, might we ask the ones that open the door for God’s love and care of the
many? May it be so.

— Artist, Hannah Garrity






WELCOME TO SUMMER WORSHIP IN MONTREAT

All have a home here as the family of God. In praise and prayer, joy and lament, scripture
and preaching, arts and imagination, we are nourished by the sustaining grace and love
of God offered to everyone. Montreat Conference Center is glad to welcome the
congregations of the Montreat Presbyterian Church and the Black Mountain Presbyterian
Church on Sunday mornings this summer.

HEARING LOOP: Anderson Auditorium is equipped with a hearing loop. To use this
technology, a hearing aid must be set to “T”. For best results, sit in sections closest to the
walls.

CHILDCARE: for children two years of age through completed kindergarten is available
today at the Updike Building from 10:15 a.m. until fifteen minutes after the conclusion
of worship.

&% THIS MORNING'S OFFERING supports the worship ministry of Montreat
Conference Center. Offerings may be placed in the offering basket or made electronically
at www.montreat.org/SWO. Members of Montreat Presbyterian Church and Black
Mountain Presbyterian Church may designate their regular contributions to those
congregations by using the printed envelopes available in the lobby.

USHERS: We are grateful to this morning’s ushers from Black Mountain Presbyterian
Church.

HYMNALS: Congregational songs are found in Glory to God: The Presbyterian
Hymnal, located at the ends of the pews. Large-print bulletins include all hymn lyrics.

AFTER WORSHIP: You are invited to greet our preacher, Dr. Luke Powery, in front of
the stage after worship. Dr. Powery is the Dean of Duke University Chapel and Professor
of Homiletics and African and African American studies. He is a national leader in the
theological study of the art of preaching, regularly delivering sermons at Duke Chapel as
well as in churches in the U.S. and abroad.

SUNDAY LUNCH is served at 11:45 a.m. in the Galax Dining Room of Assembly Inn.
Lunch is $19.00 for adults (12+) and $9.50 for children (5-11).

HYMN SINGS begin this Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Assembly Inn Lobby.
Tonight’s leader is Eric Wall, Conference Center Musician in Montreat and Director of
Music at White Memorial Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, NC.


https://www.montreat.org/SWO

