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GATHERING 
  
*Call to Worship Orthodox Canticle V; music: H. Morber
    Psalm 19:1-4, 7, 14 
 The wisdom of God that restrains the untamed fury  
  of the waters that are above the firmament, 
  that sets a bridle on the deep and keeps back the seas, 
  is the life of all things. 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God,  
  and the sky proclaims the Creator’s handiwork.  

One day tells its tale to another,  
  and one night imparts knowledge to another.  

  
Although they have no words or language,  
 and their voices are not heard,  
their sound has gone out into all lands,  

  and their message to the ends of the world. 
 

The teaching of the Creator is perfect and revives the soul;  
  the testimony of the Holy One is sure  
  and gives wisdom to the simple. 

Let the words of our mouths and the stirrings of our hearts 
  be acceptable in your sight, O God,  
  our strength and our redeemer. 
 
  
*Hymn 645  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 
Confession and Pardon 
 

 Come, bring your burdens to God,  
  for Jesus will never say no. 
 

Holy and merciful God, 
 we confess our failure to be the people  
 you have called us to be. 
 
You call us to live in peace,  
 yet too often we sow discord. 
 
You call us to have courage, 
 yet too often we choose fear. 
 
You call us to hold on to what is good, 
 yet too often to cling to what is easy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Orthodox canticle 
and a psalm join to lift 
up the cosmic presence 
of God. Hymn 645 also 
sounds a depth-to-
height song, repeatedly 
offering an ascription of 
praise—to God all praise 
and glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A plaintive song from 
South Africa (Hymn 
851) invites our 
confession. Assurance 
is already embedded in 
it—the “yes” that Jesus 
offers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 21, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
Anderson Auditorium  

 



You call us to return no one evil for evil, 
 yet too often we nurse hurts and harbor grudges. 
 
You call us to support the weak and help the suffering, 
 yet too often we walk by as though we don’t see.  
 
You call us to honor all people, 
 yet too often we forget we are all made in your image. 

 
 
 silent prayers 
 
 

Believe the good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
  
*Hymn 582 
  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me GLORY TO GOD 
 
*Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture  Proverbs 8:1-6, 10, 19-20, 22a, 23, 27-31, 34-35 
 
Anthem   Canticle V, Holy Thursday Matins 
    music: Heath Morber 
 The wisdom of God that restrains the untamed fury  
 of the waters that are above the firmament, 
 that sets a bridle on the deep and keeps back the seas, 
 now pours water into a basin; 
 the Master washes the feet of the disciples. 
 
 The Master shows to His disciples an example of humility. 
 He who wraps himself in the clouds girds himself with a towel. 
 And he, in whose hands is the life of all things, 
 kneel down to wash the feet of his servants. 
  
 
Scripture  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

 Holy wisdom, holy word. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon “The Victory of the Low Point” The Reverend Raymond Hylton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two scriptures and a 
sung canticle reflect on 
divine wisdom: a Voice 
heard throughout 
creation and a Servant 
who stoops low to save.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONDING 
 
*Affirmation  Philippians 2:5–11 
 

Christ Jesus,  
though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form  
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death—  
even death on a cross.  
 
Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord!  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  
 
 
  
Offerings  

 
Were I the perfect child of God, song by John Bell 
 whose faith was deep and love was broad,  arr. Tony Alonso 
not doubtful, guilty, worn, or flawed, 
 I’d gladly follow Jesus. 
 But I’m the child of what I’ve been, 
estranged by what I’ve done and seen, 
unfit to show the love I mean, unfit to follow Jesus. 
 
But God, who knows me first and last, 
who’s seen my best, my worst, my past, 
has shown his love intense and vast by meeting me in Jesus. 
For Christ, though killed at Calvary by sins like mine and folk like me, 
has risen, forgiven and set me free, 
 made fit to follow Jesus. 
 
God grant me what I still require, 
 that I, in others, might inspire 
the hidden hope, the deep desire to love and follow Jesus. 
 

 
*Hymn 647 Give Thanks GIVE THANKS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this poignant song, a 
text of confession, trust, 
and love is carried by a 
Scottish tune, “Gin I 
Were a Baron’s Heir.” 
That original folksong 
tells a love story in 
which no worldly 
success or wealth will 
earn love, but only the 
sincere heart.  
 
 
 
 
 
This exuberant song of 
thanksgiving echoes 
parts of Mary’s Song: 
gratitude is given for 
the gift of Jesus, for the 
weak made strong, and 
for the poor made rich. 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING 
 
*Hymn 226 There in God’s Garden SHADES MOUNTAIN 
   stanzas 1 and 2 – all 
   stanza 3 – choir 
   stanzas 4—6 – all  
 
*Benediction and Charge 
 
*Voluntary Festal Flourish Gordon Jacob, composer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assisting in Worship 
Richard DuBose, President, Montreat Conference Center  
The Reverend Marti Hazelrigg, Vice President of Development  
The Reverend Dr. Raymond Hylton,  Senior Pastor, 

National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. 
Summer Singers  
Eric Wall, Conference Center Musician  
The Reverend Allison Wehrung, Director for Programs  
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
Portions of the liturgy are reprinted or adapted by permission from the 
Book of Common Worship; © 2018 Westminster John Knox Press.  All rights 
reserved. “Were I the Perfect Child of God” by John L. Bell, arr. Tony 
Alonso; © 2004 and 2007, GIA Publications, Inc.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer may 
be said in any language 
of the heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this magnificent 
hymn, Jesus is the tree 
of wisdom, offering life 
and love in the face of 
all our resistance or 
wrong-doing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME TO SUMMER WORSHIP IN MONTREAT 
 
All have a home here as the family of God. In praise and prayer, joy and lament, scripture 
and preaching, arts and imagination, we are nourished by the sustaining grace and love 
of God offered to everyone. Montreat Conference Center is glad to welcome the 
congregations of the Montreat Presbyterian Church and the Black Mountain Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday mornings this summer.   
 
HEARING LOOP: Anderson Auditorium is equipped with a hearing loop. To use this 
technology, a hearing aid must be set to “T”. For best results, sit in sections closest to the 
walls.  
 
CHILDCARE: for children two years of age through completed kindergarten is available 
today at the Updike Building from 10:15 a.m. until fifteen minutes after the conclusion of 
worship.     

 
THIS MORNING’S OFFERING supports the worship ministry of 
Montreat Conference Center. Offerings may be placed in the offering 
basket or made electronically at www.montreat.org/SWO. Members 
of Montreat Presbyterian Church and Black Mountain Presbyterian 
Church may designate their regular contributions to those 
congregations by using the printed envelopes available in the lobby.  
 

USHERS: We are grateful to this morning’s ushers from Black Mountain Presbyterian 
Church.  
  
HYMNALS: Congregational songs are found in Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, 
located at the ends of the pews. Large-print bulletins include all hymn lyrics. 
 
AFTER WORSHIP: You are invited to greet our preacher, the Reverend Dr. Raymond 
Hylton, Senior Pastor at National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C., in front of 
the stage after worship.  He received his Master of Divinity from Duke Divinity School 
and his Doctor of Ministry from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He also holds 
a Master in Pastoral Leadership from Huntington University. His greatest joy is inviting 
people into God’s kingdom and helping people discover God’s unique plan for their 
lives.    
 
SUNDAY LUNCH is served at 11:45 a.m. in the McKay Belk Dining Room of Assembly 
Inn. Lunch is $19.00 for adults (12+) and $9.50 for children (5-11).  
 
HYMN SINGS continue this Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Assembly Inn Lobby.  
Tonight’s leader is Ted Stewart, interim music director at Warren Wilson Presbyterian 
Church in Swannanoa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.montreat.org/SWO


 
 
 
 
Artist’s Statement 
 
“For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,  
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.”  
(1 Cor 1:25, NRSVUE) 

 
Vitrified. The word is one that comes from the practice of 
pottery. Vitrified clay results from the heat of the kiln.  

 
Potter Emeritus of the Montreat Conference Center, The 
Rev. Dr. Ann Laird Jones, locks her fingers in the way you 
see in the green hands centered as the main motif in the 
banners today. Interlocking, pulling apart, unable to 
separate. This is how she describes vitrified clay. The art in 
worship portrays, in the case of the Corinthians, vitrified 
community in Christ. The strength in Christ’s church. 
Imagine God’s strength if our strongest communion is her 
weakest point. 

 
In the background texture on the art, there are hands coming together in a repetitive 
tessellation. Each hexagonal pattern is made up of two different peoples’ hands reaching 
toward one another, serving. The pattern represents the wisest form by which we seek to 
resemble God. And even here in our collective wisdom, we only mirror the nature of the 
divine at her most foolish. Imagine her wisdom, if ours only rises to her lowest level. 

 
An incredible and expansive God is described here in our scripture for today. In awe of 
God’s grandeur, may we always seek to resemble.   

 
—Artist, Hannah Garrity 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


